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“Assessment is one of the most powerful educational tools for 

promoting effective learning. There is no evidence that increasing the 

amount of testing will enhance learning. Instead the focus needs to be 

on helping teachers use assessment, as part of teaching and learning, in 

ways that will raise pupils’ achievement and attainment” 

Assessment for Learning – Beyond the Black Box 

Assessment Reform Group 

 
This policy was written taking account of the guidance in Building the 

Curriculum 5 a Framework for Assessment and other current guidance. It 

reflects current classroom practice and will be reviewed regularly in line with 

national guidance. 

 
 
 

This statement has been written in consultation with learners, Parent Council 

and staff. 
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Appendix 1- Scottish National Standardised Assessment 

 
 
 

‘The assessments help to identify children’s progress, providing diagnostic 

information to support teachers' professional judgement. 

 
The assessments are as inclusive as possible to accommodate the needs of 

children and young people who require additional support. 

There is no pass or fail and children and young people do not have to revise or 

prepare for these assessments. 

 
The SNSA has been introduced as part of the National Improvement 
Framework for Scottish Education to provide teachers with objective, 

comparable information about progress, which will help improve outcomes for 

all children and young people. 

 
Assessment is a central part of everyday learning and teaching for every child 

and young person and these assessments have been specifically designed to 

reflect the way we deliver education in Scotland. 

 
Ongoing and periodic assessments are, and will continue to be, the main basis 

of teachers' professional judgement. Teachers should continue to draw on all of 

the assessment information available to them when considering children's 

progress and when planning next steps in learning. 

 
The SNSA assessments have been developed to align with Curriculum for 

Excellence.’ 

https://standardisedassessment.gov.scot/ 

 
 
 

Based on the above information, results are not generally shared with learners, 

parents or carers. Discussion with SLT and at authority level is required before 

results are approved to be shared. 

http://www.gov.scot/Topics/Education/Schools/NationalImprovementFramework
http://www.gov.scot/Topics/Education/Schools/NationalImprovementFramework
https://standardisedassessment.gov.scot/
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Appendix 2 - A snapshot of assessment strategies potentially used across 

the school 

 
This list is not an exhaustive list of AIFL strategies, others may be used at the 

teacher’s discretion. 
 

Think, pair, share 

● Teacher sets the question/s 

● Pupils discuss their answers in pairs 

● Pupils feedback their thoughts to the group/class 
● Teacher collates the answers and encourages discussion 

Thumbs up 

● Thumbs up means agreement or understanding (or ready) 

● Thumbs down for no agreement or understanding 

● Thumbs wavering for uncertainty 
● Can be closed eye for anonymity 

No hands up 

● Teacher asks question but pupils do not put up their hands 

● Pupils are given wait time 

● Pupils share their response with someone else or teacher (The teacher may 

randomly select a named lollipop stick to choose a learner) 
● All pupils are therefore expected to have an answer ready 

Traffic Lights 

● Pupils, peers or teacher choose red, amber or green according to how well they feel 
they have understood or managed a task 

Highlighting 

● Pupils self-assess to identify best work or work which meets success criteria 

Peer support/assessment 

● Pupils work in pairs or groups to support or peer assess against success criteria, 
may involve use of a checklist 

 
Be kind, be helpful, be specific feedback/Two stars and a wish or equivalent 

● Pupils peer and self-assess against success criteria to identify areas in which they 

have done well and one area in which they feel they could improve 

● Helps children focus on what they need to be able to do to get to next level 

● Children can look back at previous wish and target this 

Use of CfE Benchmarks 

● Children refer to level appropriate benchmarks when assessing their own and peer 
performance. 
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Brainstorming a new world using traffic lights, KWL grids, big questions or an 

equivalent 

● Pupils reflect on previous learning to identify what they know and what they want to 

know/find out 

Bloom’s Taxonomy 

● Bloom’s Taxonomy is a hierarchical ordering of cognitive skills which can be used 

across the curriculum to aid effective questioning ability of both staff and pupils 

Thinking Hats 
● The Six Thinking Hats technique gets learners to look at a problem in six different ways, 

taking them beyond instinctive positions, so that they can explore a range of 
perspectives. 

Plenaries 

● Plenaries are used by teachers to review the lesson objectives and consolidate 

learning. This can be midway through, or at the end of a lesson. 

● Students and teachers can reflect on the learning, ask questions, discuss next steps 
and celebrate good work and positive learning outcomes. 

SHANARRI Tracking 

● There are 8 wellbeing indicators which help make it easier for children and families 

and the people working with them to discuss how a child or young person is doing at 

a point in time and if there is a need for support. 

● Each child is unique and there is no set level of wellbeing that children should 

achieve. Wellbeing is influenced by children’s individual experiences and changing 
needs as they grow. 

Learning Circles 

● Learning across the school is assessed each term by SLT or Year Leaders using 

the Cults School Learning Circle Questions. 
● Learning Circle questions are built into learning and teaching opportunities. 

Effective use of Learning Intentions/Success Criteria, including co-construction 
● Co-constructing Success Criteria is about developing a shared understanding of 

what success looks like. To do so, students use WAGOLLs (what a good done looks 

like) and works-in-progress to think through and evaluate what makes quality work 
and how work can be improved. 
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Appendix 3 - Assessment School Progression 
 
 
 
 

Early First Second/Third 

● Share Learning Intentions and 

Success Criteria verbally, written 

and pictorially 

● Introduce self assessment such as 

traffic lights, thumbs up/down, 

lollipop sticks, waiting/thinking time, 

plenaries, think, pair, share, etc 

● Supported target setting (include 

within Learning Journeys) 

● Build on strategies from Early level 

● Introduce: talking partners, no hands 

up, finger voting, two stars and a 

wish, linked to be kind be specific, 

be helpful where appropriate 

● Use terms ‘self assessment’, ‘peer 

assessment’, ‘Learning Intention’, 

‘Success Criteria’. 

● More ownership by learners of 

target setting and self assessment 

(include within Learning Journeys) 

● Build on strategies from Early and 

First level 

● Children co-construct Success 

Criteria and self or peer assess 

according to this using be kind, be 

specific and be helpful 

● Quality written and verbal feedback 

is given by self, teachers and peers 

and next steps set accordingly 

● Engage effectively with plenaries to 

reflect learning and progress 

● Independently (where possible) set 

termly targets (include within 

Learning Journeys) 
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Appendix 4 - P1-P7 Learning Journeys 
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Appendix 5 - Cults School Learning and Teaching Policy 

 


